
PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS, OBAFEMI 

AWOLOWO UNIVERSITY, ILE-IFE, NIGERIA  

The choice of liberation is for man to decide how, why and when. Freedom is not freely given as 

delights may be taken in ruling. 

As postgraduate students, it bequeaths us at this point in time to rise in full understanding of our 

responsibility and responsiveness towards enhancing the general welfare of our society, easing life 

and alleviating the problem of the society through quality research works. In this light, having 

firmly resolved to enhance the growth of Obafemi Awolowo University Post Graduate Students’ 

Community, the continuous payment of fees after final oral examination had been concluded by 

students is outrightly obnoxious and insufferable as it leaves our students to a fleece in 

comprehension of the fact that such student has fulfilled his part of the expected requirements for 

certification for the degree programme pursued.  

Also, having critically weighed the increased fees that currently places Obafemi Awolowo 

University (OAU) as a federal institution that charges the most for postgraduate programs 

nationally, against the background of the current state of the Nigerian economic downturn and the 

alarming rate of unemployment, we consider the school’s policy of continuous payment of fees 

after final oral defence, rigid, unfounded, exploitative and the peak of inhumane treatment a 

Nigerian student can be possibly served.  

In pursuance of a peaceable resolution channeled towards solving this menace for the benefits of 

students of OAU Post Graduate College, the following are necessary of note; 

 It is a known fact that OAU postgraduate programmes are the most expensive among federal 

universities in the country. This invariably is a strong pointer to the extent of degeneration 

within the University in recent times. With this, the University has seriously deviated from 

its founding principles and philosophy of being the center of excellence in providing 

functional, qualitative and affordable education in the country. We await the return to our 

glorious days in OAU where we can give a chance to the smart and brilliant children of the poor. 

 We observed that since the increment in fees, only little has changed in averting delays and curbing 

administrative bottlenecks. To us, delay can never be a prerequisite in determining the standard of 

any university. Also, little or no change has been observed in the quality of education 

postgraduate students receive.   
 Also, we believe there is no Postgraduate programme that cannot be efficiently concluded as at 

when due. For instance, Professional Masters, 3 semester; Academic Masters, 4 semesters; and for 

PhD 6 semesters. Regrettably, students are kept idle for semesters even when they are more than 

ready to progress with their research work(s). In most cases, “the system” is responsible for the 

delays but students are made to pay dearly. 

 Furthermore, while increments in tuition have heightened the burden of students, the PG College 

suddenly shattered a long standing tradition of a flexible payment scheme. This previous flexibility 

in payment of fees had allowed students to continue their Programmes while they pay in 

installments. Many generations including current top Management team members are living 

beneficiaries. The implication of this was that, “no processing of Forms without up-to-date 

payment”. This no doubt unsettled everybody causing many to abandon their programme.    

 In spite of all these, after rigorous efforts in concluding the Postgraduate programme, students are 

still requested to continue paying fees until departments and PG College sits on results. These are 

sittings students have no power or influence to determine.  

 Furthermore, considering the items on the breakdown of fees students are made to pay after 

concluding their final oral examination, such as; tuition fee (for a student who is practically done 

and only awaiting PG or Senate sitting which (s)he has no power to influence when), library fee, 

T-ship, sport levy, examination, bench fee, examiners fee among other illegal charges, it is rather 



felonious as students are charged for services that are not rendered/cannot be rendered/will not be 

rendered. 

 While on factual terms, no standard university in Nigeria charges its students additional fees after 

concluding their final oral examination, it is ridiculous that a prestigious university as Great Ife 

indulge in such an act.   

 To be humane, if the University is truly broke, we (the students) should not bear the brunt as that 

would only amount to cruelty. However, our Economics students (MSc and PhD) would be more 

than willing to help proffer solutions on how the University can start experiencing financial 

prosperity without putting the burden on innocent, frustrated, indigent, unemployed and 

underemployed Nigerian graduates.   

 It would also be immoral if the Management of this institution pretends to be unaware of the 

current economic downturn in the country.  

 Other fundamental issues such as the purchase of access cards before students’ account can be 

activated; students’ paying for external examiners accommodation even having completed official 

outstanding fees among other sundry challenges are of paramount attention. 

OUR DEMANDS 

Against this background, we hereby demand;  

 That as a matter of urgency, the continuous payment of fees after final oral examination is 

concluded should be STOPPED IMMEDIATELY. Hence, students should only be liable to 

fees accumulated from the beginning of their programmes through to the very semester of 

their final oral examination and not beyond. 

 That the school Management in its goodwill should in all fairness review the current fees payable 

by postgraduate students. 

 That the Postgraduate College should critically ensure strict adherence to the already set 

timeline/milestones which we strongly believe if properly implemented would engender better, 

smooth and successful completion of postgraduate programmes. 

STRUGGLE SO FAR 

 Solidarity text messages were sent to as many staff members of the institution as possible; massive 

social media engagement with the hashtag #SayNoToOAUPGExploitation, which is expected to 

fascinate further discussions online; placement of the hashtag across strategic positions on campus, 

and the employment of other sensitization strategies. Also, a thirteen man committee was instituted 

and saddled with the responsibility of fostering the process of the struggle further. 

 A letter was addressed to the office of the Vice-Chancellor explicitly stating our demands and also 

copied to all sister unions, and other respective organs of the institution. 

 Copies of meetings’ communiqué was also sent to all workers’ unions, the Vice-Chancellor, DSA, 

PG College and Committee of Deans.   

 A Two weeks ultimatum was set for the school Management to appropriately communicate 

her decisions on our demands. This took effect from the 12th of September, 2017. 

 On its expiration, if our demands are not met, massive peaceful marches within and outside the 

University campus would be held. 

The University is renowned as the first in initiating so many glorious feats, and it is our pleasure 

to be the first set of postgraduate students who will stand and fight against injustice. 

Amandla awetu!!! Nothing shall discourage us!!! 

 

Signed: #SayNoToOAUPGEploitation campaign committee 


